The exhibition Les graines portent en silence la mémoire
des sources (‘Seeds silently bear the memory of springs’)
considers the earth as its subject. Instead of an abstract
notion, it reflects local land, the soil in which subsistence and
agricultural practices take root. This nurturing relationship
with a particular land creates a sense of belonging, a place
where stories of resistance and transformation are cultivated.

Most indigenous and colonised people have demonstrated
a miraculous resilience against a history of violence, despoil-
ment, ecocide and genocide. Devising alternative survival
mechanisms, they have learned to adapt, drawing on the
resources provided by their land and community-building
practices.

The Global South has been experiencing climate dis-
ruption on a material level for decades. Brazilian indigenous
leader Ailton Krenak highlights a radical difference with the
West’s recent introduction to ‘eco-anxiety’. This modern sense
of unease is defined by feelings of powerlessness and denial
over the destruction of biodiversity and the environment.

In this mutating world, how can we approach the position
of the SWANA region (South West Asia and North Africa)?
This vast territory is home to heterogeneous redalities, prac-
tices and cultures, making it difficult to pin down. Yet from
North Africa to the Middle and Near East, most people live
under post-colonial regimes, having long learnt to adapt
and make a living, either by hijacking the capitalist system
(what the West calls the ‘informal economy’) or by reinventing
traditions, particularly culinary and convivial ones.
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Western hegemonic representations and practices (mon-
oculture, intensive agriculture, deportations and reintroduc-
tions of animal species to alien territories, colonial carnism,
etc), that despoil the Iand and its people to the point of
climate catastrophe, have never succeeded in completely
replacing the indigenous cultural substrate.

This exhibition brings together works and ideas that
embody such resistance. Sarah Risheq, Emily Sarsam,
Aziza Gorgi, and Férielle Doulain-Zouari propose a collec-
tive reflection on the memory of land, working together to
develop a political and feminist ecology for the Global South
that gives a voice back to the earth. The paradigm of linear
progress benefits former colonial powers at the expense of
indigenous knowledge and cultural practices. Yet many other
forms of progress exist, rooted in specific territories and able
to invent new solutions to resist post-colonial exploitation.

How can we learn and build other narratives from the
memory of our lands? How can we archive the past and the
present to resist post-capitalism? The archive has become
an elusive concept, at once physical and immaterial. The
earth itself is presented as the greatest archive of all, bearing
forgotten stories and ancestral knowledge silently preserved
in its seeds.
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